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TI—IE MATTHEW WAS THE SHIP ON WHICH EXPLORER JOHN CABOT
SAILED TO THE NEW WORLD IN 1497.

ALTHOUGH A LITTLE LATER THAN CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS' INITIAL
VOYAGE, IT IS WIDELY DEBATED AMONG THE SCHOLARS THAT JOHN
CABOT LANDED ON MAINLAND NORTH AMERICA AHEAD OF
COLUMBUS. IN FACT A FULL 14 MONTHS EARLIER.

IN 1997 A REPLICA, BELIEVED TO BE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TYPE OF
SHIP THAT JOHN CABOT SAILED, AGAIN MADE THE VOYAGE FROM
BRISTOL ENGLAND, TO BONAVISTA BAY, NEWFOUNDLAND TO
CELEBRATE THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS LANDING.

ANOTHER REPLICA HAD BEEN BUILT AND REMAINS IN BONAVISTA
WHERE PEOPLE CAN VISIT HER TO THIS DAY. IT IS MAINLY ON THE
INFORMATION ACQUIRED FROM THIS REPLICA THAT THESE MODELING
PLANS OF THE MATTHEW IS BASED.
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