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Editors Notes  

Well, another month has come and gone and summer is almost 

upon us here in our little part of the world.  I must say, itôs 

been too long a time in coming for my liking! : - )  

Lots has been happening around here with the new deck hand! 

Sheôs been keeping us quite busy swashing the decks, the ta-

bles, the furniture and just about anything else she can spit up 

on! : - )  

You should find a few interesting articles in this issue. Gene 

Bodnar rounds up his series of articles on ñTypes of Hull Con-

structionò with ñAdmiralty Modelsò. A great series Gene. We re-

ceived lots of emails telling us how helpful they were.  

We have a reprint article from Eugene Larson on milling your own lumber for those who 

wish to learn more about how to do this. Thereôs all kinds of wood in our own backyard 

that ends up going to the dump that we don'tô even realize is great for model building. 

This article will show you how to mill it.  

We also have the continuing article on the construction of the Matthew, which is soon 

coming to a close.  

Another interesting article is on how to make treenails using your dremel by Leigh Smith. 

Any modeler that uses treenails will find this one helpful!  

As well thereôs all the usual sections we are told make very enjoyable reading. 

If you have any ideas or requests for future articles by all means let us know and weôll 

see what we can do to get them in here for you. Just drop us an email at:  

msbjournal@modelshipbuilder.com  

Happy Modeling Everyone!  

 

Winston Scoville  

www.modelshipbuilder.com  
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TYPES OF HULL CONSTRUCTION  

PART IV:  ADMIRALTY MODELS  

by Gene Bodnar  

     The so -called ñAdmiralty modelò is, according to Wolfram zu Mondfeld, one of the most 

ñmagnificent achievements in model shipbuilding of all time.ò  It is the ultimate creation of 

the true expert modeler.  Admiralty models are also known as ñDockyard modelsò or ñNavy 

Board models.ò 

     The true Admiralty model can have a variety of characteristics, but they always contain 

a hull built plank -on - frame style below the waterline, with a fully planked hull above the 

waterline.  Sometimes the frames are not continuous from keel to sternpost, so there may 

be gaps between the frames.  Most of the deck, or at least a major part of it, is left un-

planked in order to display the interior of the ship, which will include deck beams, knees, 

carlings, and other features as well.  Some admiralty models also display guns, but this is 

neither necessary nor important for the purposes of its construction.  It could also be a half

-hull model.  Frequently, admiralty models only have stumps for masts; however, others 

are fully rigged in every detail.  

     The idea of an Admiralty model is strictly an English invention of the seventeenth cen-

tury.  During this period the British Navy never built their own ships; instead, ships were 

built by contractors approved and hired by the Lords of the Admiralty, which was also 

called the Admiralty Board, which was a collection of aristocrats, nobility, and civil ser-

vants.  A diorama of such a meeting of the Admiralty Board appears on the following page.  

Unfortunately, none of the members of the Board could interpret plans for a ship, so they 

required that any proposed ship be presented in the form of a model, which they presuma-

bly could understand, along with a set of plans.  Based on their discussions of the model 

and plans at hand, they would decide whether or not to expend the funds necessary for its 

construction.  
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Decision of the Admiralty Board  

By Raul Guzman  

     Of course, to build an Admiralty -style model requires a great deal of theoretical knowl-

edge and lots of practical experience, too.  Few modelers will attempt to build one, and 

then only after many years of experience with building the types of models discussed in 

earlier parts of this series of articles.  

The following (and picture at the beginning of this article) outstanding example of an Ad-

miralty model is the Oliver Cromwell  built by Raul Guzman ( www.guzmanshipmodels.com ), 

who is also a member of www.modelshipworld.com   

http://www.guzmanshipmodels.com/
http://www.modelshipworld.com/


 
The MSB Journal ðVolume II Issue IV  

www.modelshipbuilder.com   6 

Last Issue  

What Ship Is This? 

In the last issue was the 1877 square rigged 

barque Elissa . This ship had a long and inter-

esting history since it was launched from the 

shipyard of Alexander Hall & Company, in Aber-

deen, Scotland. A trading ship under British 

flag, she begins sailing the world dealing in 

small cargoes. With the age of steam about to 

begin in earnest, she is literally one of the last 

of her kind.   

You can read more about this ship at the  

Elissa Website   

http://www.galvestonhistory.org/1877_Tall_Ship_ELISSA.asp
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From the Files of 
Ship Wreck Central 
 

The Pollux (AKS -2) was laid down by the Federal 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Hoboken, New 
Jersey as SS COMMENT on 26 May 1939; lauched 
16 December 1939; acquired by the U.S. Navy 16 

January 1941; converted to a general stores ship by 
the Brewers Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company in 
Hoboken, and commissioned as USS Pollux (AKS -2) 
on 6 May 1941 with Commander Hugh W. Turney in 

command.  
 
Pollux was ready for sea 24 May 1941 and served 
with the Atlantic Fleet on regular provisioning cruis-

ers. On 18 February 1942, Pollux and Truxton grounded during a storm off St. Lawrence 
Harbour, Newfoundland at Laun's Point and Chambers Cove respectively and were lost.  
  
Last Voyage On February 15th, 1942, three American warships, The Pollux, the Truxton, and 

the flagship Wilkes, sailed from Portland Maine bound for the American base in Argentia Bay, 
Newfoundland. The Pollux and Truxton never arrived.  
 

The USS Truxton, an old four stacker, joined the Wilkes off Casco Bay, Maine, and together 
they escorted the supply ship, the USS Pollux, sailing into a winter storm on the North Atlan-
tic, where two of the ships, the Truxton and the Pollux, smashed onto the cliffs of the Burin 
Peninsula in Southern Newfoundland.  

 
Two sailors, Edward Pettison and Edward Bergeron, were able to get off the ship and scale 
the cliffs.  
 

The Wilkes ran aground west of Long Point and was able to reverse engines and back off into 
open waters.  
 
For 12 hours the ship banged against the cliff. The bow ad cracked and broken apart. The 

King posts buckled and sank. Bombs and munition rolled from the deck.  
 
Two sailors, Edward Pettison and Edward Bergeron, escaped from the ship and climbed the 
cliff. Pettison waited in a shack they found at the top of the cliff, while Bergeron walked 

three miles through the icy cold to get help. He found it from miners from the Iron Spring 
Mine on the outskirts of the Village of St. Lawrence.  
 
The Newfoundlanders strapped sailors on their backs and hauled them up the cliffs. They 

were able to rescue 186 sailors from certain death.  
 
The U.S. rescue efforts focused primarily on salvaging a decoder from the Pollux.  
 

In gratitude for the rescue, the U.S. government built a hospital in St. Lawrence.  
 

Learn more about the Pollux and the Truxton  
at the ShipWreckCentral Website  

Supply Ship Pollux AKS - 2  

http://www.shipwreckcentral.com
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The Matthew Project  

Part X  

Planking the Deck  

Before we begin laying the deck on the model of the Matthew lets first take a look at some 

real decks. Model builders will use Holly for decking, however, this wood is stark white with 

no figure or variation in color and produces a somewhat unrealistic looking deck. The origi-

nal Matthew most likely was planked with White Oak, which turns a dark gray when ex-

posed to the weather, when given a finish White Oak has a light tan color. For the Matthew 

model Sugar Maple was selected because of its honey color and hardness.  Another style of 

decking in model ship building is to use strips of black paper between the planks to repre-

sent caulking giving the deck a very contrasting striped appearance.  Some model builders 

will also pepper the deck with over sized tree nails. Looking at the photos of the deck you 

will notice the caulking is very subtle and you cannot see any treenails or spikes.  

Getting closer to the deck and you still cannot see treenails or caulk lines. Finally getting 

right up close to a section of the deck you can see counter sunk spikes with wooden plugs 

used over the spikes. Measuring the wooden plug the size is one half an inch, at one quar-

ter scale that is .010 so small you wouldnôt see them. 

It is up to you the model builder what you want to show on your model.  
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