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Editors Notes

Well, another month has come and gone and here we are again. | was a
little late getting this issue out due to numerous factors. Mostly time con-
straints. One of the joys of having a newborn in the home is that one is
kept constantly busy tending to their needs. : -)

In this issue we wrap up the Matthew Project. Our goal when we started

was to show the processes involved in the construction of a proto -type
hull. While the model itself is far from completed, with the masts, rigging

and final touches still to come, we will not be covering them here in the

Journal. Keep an eye on the website for this as we will be updating the

rest of the project there.

| currently have the plans in my possession and am putting them in a for-
mat suitable for all who wish to build the model to use. | hope to wrap
this up over the next week or so as time permits. As well, | have some in-
formation on the timber kit for the model and its pricing. | will be contact-
ing people in the near future regarding this. Once everyone who has ex-
pressed an interest has been contacted we will be publishing the kit infor-
mation on the website as well.

Be sure to get the next issue as we announce the start date on our other
site www.navyboardmodels.com of the US Brig Eagle Project.

Happy modeling everyone!

Winston Scoville
www.modelshipbuilder.com
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Holystoning the Deck

By Gene Bodnar

A holystone was a fairly soft,
flat, brittle piece of sandstone that
was formerly used in the British and
American Navy to scour, and thus
whiten, the wooden decks of sailing
ships. Historically, there were three
methods of holystoning the deck:
on oneds knees, by
attached to the holystone, or by
leaning on a stick attached to the
holystone. During a large period of
its use, the holystone had a rope
attached to each end, and two crew
members would keep it sliding fore
and aft over the wet deck. The U.S. Navy employed them until the early 1930s
until they were banned because they wore down the decks too much, especially
when new battleships were built with an expensive teak wood.

Holystoning is merely a fancy way of saying sanding the deck. It makes the

deck smooth and bright by removing the top layer of dirt -encrusted wood. They

were called holystones because, in the earlier days of sailing ships, they were usu-

ally used on Sundays, and the task was perfor med
in prayer. Small hand  -size stones were sometimes used by a single crew member

to scrub in the crevices and tiny phacks.0 Sailor

Richard Henry Dana called them i PhwolYeaks8d-phi a Ca
fore the Mast , where he says:

inSi x days shalt thou | abor and do all thou ar
Andontheseventh T hol ystone the decks and scrape th

In recent times, the lowa class battleships all had wooden decks laid over the
tops of steel decks, and the decks were holystoned regularly. However, sailors
werend6t required to get on their hands and knees,
ted with a long stick resting in the flat side of the stone. The stick was held in the
hands while standing in an upright position and was moved back and forth across
an area of the deck, with the grain of the planking, and the sailor was required to
sort of lean over to put some pressure on the stone. During the 1990s, lowa -class
battleships were decommissioned, which also ended the tradition of holystoning

the deck.

www.modelshipbuilder.com 4
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From the Files of Ship Wreck Central

The TSS Kanowna

Built by W. Denny and Brothers of
Dumbarton in 1902, to ply the Sydney
Fremantle route. Kanowna also trav-
elled between various Australian &
Asian ports. In August of 1914 she was
requisitioned as a Trooper, and carried
troops to New Guinea, next, she went
off to England to be fitted out as a 452
bed Hospital ship. She served in the
Gallipoli campaign in the Dardanelles
and ferried wounded Australian troops
and medical staff from Turkey back to
Australia. At the end of her service
there she returned to the Sydney -
Freemantle (Tas) service.

—— = The ship had on a voyage from Cairns in
Queensland had left Sydney & was heading
for Melbourne when it hit Skull Rock on a
foggy night. The ship was reported to have
suffered a "glancing blow". Survivors are said
to have remembered an almighty crash & the
ship shuddering from end to end, then lurch-
ing". By 10pm the 141 passengers had aban-
doned ship being picked up by the nearby SS
Makarra. A young girl broke her leg, a man
fell off the gangway but all survived apart
from a dog, a cat & a racehorse that had

Nurses on Board the Kanowna been loaded in Sydney. The cargo which was

valued at 200,000 pounds was unsalvaged.

The Master was deemed to be guilty of an error of judgement by a Court of Enquiry for not
slowing down.

You can learn more about the TSS Kanowna at:

www.shipwreckcentral.com

www.modelshipbuilder.com S
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Navy Board Models

A website for scratch builders of Navy & Admiralty Board Models
www.navyboardmodels.com

A quick note for everyone on our new site www.navyboardmodels.com. Registration is now
open and you may now apply for membership to the site.

Please note that this site is strictly for Navy Board, Admiralty Board and Plank on Frame
(POF) model builders only. There are many other great sites out there that cover the vari-
ous other disciplines of modeling so if your interest is in another discipline we recommend
that you seek out one of these fine sites.

Of special note, for anyone wishing to learn how to build POF models in these disciplines,

you are more than welcome to come join us. In fact we will be kicking off the site with an

online project that will teach you from scratch how to create your own modeling plans from

|l ines drawings through to the complete building of 1/
model of the US Brig Eagle (1814) . This project will be of interest to modelers of any level

of experience as you can join into the build at what ever stage you wish.

Join us today at www.navyboardmodels.com
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The Lumberyard for Model Shipwrights

We are proud to be your supplier of rough lumber,
milled sheets and strips, plank on frame hull kits
and model ship kits

Visit us Today!
www.dlumberyard.com

www.modelshipbuilder.com 6
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The Matthew Project Part XII:

The Final Chapter

The Rails

The first piece we will install is a cover board along
the edge of the forecastle deck. Looking at the
photo you will see the blue arrows point to the ends
of each deck beam and the yellow arrows point to
the filler blocks. Installing the cover board makes a
neat and finished job to the edge of the deck it also
covers the end grain of the deck beams. This cover
board runs flush with the deck planking and down to
the bottom of the deck beams.

www.modelshipbuilder.com
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One of the rail footers has been installed to show ex-
act location. The footer runs flush to the edge of the
margin plank and covers the top of the cover board.
You can see this footer clearly on the photo of the
Matthew. After all the footer pieces are in place mark
the locations of the stanchions and find the center of
the plank.

When all the stanchions are located drill a hole in
each location. The stanchions are made of willow
which is a much softer wood than the railings.
Here is a simple step by step method for making
and installing the stanchions.

Step 1. Cut a shallow notch at each corner of the square wood Step 2. Cut off the corner edge

www.modelshipbuilder.com 8
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Step 3. | used a scrap piece of hard wood and Step 4. Twist the end of the stanchion into the
drilled a hole slightly smaller than the square stock end of the hold. This will shave and compress
being used for the stanchions. the end of the stanchion.

This is how you fit a square peg in a round
hole and make the job look neat and tidy.

Go all around the forecastle deck and install all
the needed stanchions. Note at this point the
stanchions are a little longer than the finished
size. They will be trimmed when the cap rail is
put on.

The next step is to make the sides of the rail-
ings. The railing sides were done by using
masking tape and taping four planks together
on one side and two sided tape was used to
stick a pattern of the windows on the face of
the planks. Each window was then cut out by

www.modelshipbuilder.com 9



